China’s lust for jaguar fangs imperils big cats

Wildlife traffickers in South America seek body parts from protected species to satisfy demand
in Asia.

The jaguar was found floating in a drainage canal in Belize City, Belize, on the day
after Christmas last year. Its body was mostly intact, but the head was missing its
fangs. On 10 January, a second cat — this time, an ocelot that may have been mistaken
for a young jaguar — turned up headless in the same channel.

The killings point to a growing illicit trade in jaguars (Panthera onca) that disturbs
wildlife experts. The cats’ fangs, skulls and hides have long been trophies for Latin
American collectors who flout international prohibitions against trading in jaguar
parts. But in recent years, a trafficking route has emerged to China, where the market
for jaguars could be increasing because of crackdowns on the smuggling of tiger
parts used in Chinese traditional medicine.

Wildlife trafficking often follows Chinese construction projects in other countries,
because Chinese workers can send or take objects home, says ecologist Vincent
Nijman of Oxford Brookes University in Oxford, UK. “If there’s a demand [in China]
for large-cat parts, and that demand can be fulfilled by people living in parts of Africa,
other parts of Asia or South America, then someone will step in to fill that demand,”
he says. “It’s often Chinese-to-Chinese trade, but it’s turning global.”

Fang mail

That seems to be the case in Bolivia, where eight packages containing a total of 186
jaguar fangs were confiscated between August 2014 and February 2015 before they
could reach China. Seven had been sent by Chinese citizens living in Bolivia. Eight
more were reportedly intercepted in 2016, and a package of 120 fangs was seized in
China, says Angela Nufiez, a Bolivian biologist who is researching the trade.

Those packages could represent the deaths of more than 100 jaguars, although it’s
impossible to be sure, Nufiez says. In northern Bolivia, where several Chinese
companies are working, radio advertisements and flyers have offered US$120 to $150
per fang — more than a month’s income for many local people. Two Chinese men
have been arrested for trading in jaguar parts. One, detained in 2014, received a three-
year suspended sentence. The other, arrested in 2016, is awaiting sentencing but failed
to appear for two recent court hearings; Bolivian officials fear that he may have left
the country.

That’s a problem with wildlife trafficking worldwide, says Nijman, who adds that very
few wildlife trafficking cases lead to criminal sentences. “The deterrent is when
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somebody ends up in jail,” he says — but that rarely happens “because society as a
whole in most countries is not interested”.

Fangs and skulls seized in Bolivia, as well as 38 fangs confiscated in Lima, Peru, in
2015, could have come from jaguars that were Killed recently, or years ago. Because
the cats have large territories, NUfiez says that genetic studies could determine whether
poached animals came from populations in Bolivia or a neighbouring country.

That also interests Brazilian biologist Thais Morcatty, who is doing her PhD research
with Nijman. There is a domestic market in Brazil for jaguar skins as home decoration,
but parts of the animals have also been shipped abroad from Rio de Janeiro and Sao
Paulo, she says.

Halved habitat

More than a century ago, jaguars roamed forests, savannahs and scrub land from the
southwestern United States to Paraguay. Deforestation and other disturbances caused
by people — especially the expansion of agriculture — have cut the cats' habitat in
half, says wildlife ecologist John Polisar, who coordinates the jaguar programme at the
Wildlife Conservation Society in New York City.

That has depleted the jaguars’ prey, and in some areas has forced the big cats into
contact with people and livestock, says Polisar, who works across parts of Central and
South America. Estimates of the remaining jaguar population range from about 60,000
animals to nearly three times that number.

A farmer who loses a cow or calf to a predator might kill a jaguar in retaliation, even
though that animal may not have been the culprit. After habitat loss, such killings are
the second-biggest threat to jaguars, says Esteban Payan, director of the northern South
America jaguar programme at Panthera, a global wild-cat conservation organization.
The retaliatory killings also provide a sporadic supply of animal parts to the wildlife
trade, but sparse data make it difficult to know whether the incidents are isolated cases
or whether they feed organized crime rings, researchers say.

Measures designed to help people coexist with jaguars could reduce such killings,
Payan says. In some cases, electric fences have discouraged jaguars from crossing
from forests into pasturesi, and solar panels that power the fences can also run some
light bulbs or a small refrigerator for the farmer’s family. That can revolutionize life
for them, he says.

Other tactics that have shown promise include putting bells on cows, installing
flashing lights around pastures to help keep predators at bay and placing water tanks in
pastures to head off chance encounters at a creek. Sheds for calves keep the most
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vulnerable animals out of reach. Introducing guard animals to a herd, such as burros (a
type of donkey), or hardy San Martinero cattle descended from Spanish bullfighting
stock can also discourage predators, he says.

Cash cows

Governments could help by providing incentives, says biologist Ricardo Moreno,
director of the non-profit group Yaguara Panama. Right now, a farmer who buys a cow
on credit must repay even if he loses an animal, says Moreno, who mixes scientific
studies and work with communities and policymakers to protect jaguars. But making
loans contingent on better livestock management would benefit farmers, lenders and
jaguars, he says.

Meanwhile, researchers and some government officials in Latin America are watching
the wildlife trade warily. Belize’s environment ministry is offering a US$5,000 reward
for information about the jaguars killed there, and Polisar’s group is collecting data
from around the region.

Although the links to international trafficking in Bolivia are clear, Payan worries this
is “just the tip of the iceberg” of a broader trading network because there are anecdotal
reports of trafficking in other countries, too. Conservation organizations are no match
for “the violence, the money and the scale” of wildlife traffickers’ organized crime
rings, he says. “The potential threat is huge.”



Cinska tiiZzba po tesakoch jaguarov ohrozuje vel’ké ma¢ky

Priekupnici s divou zverou v Juznej Amerike zhanaju casti tiel chranenych druhov, aby
uspokojili dopyt v Azii.

Deil po minuloro¢nych Vianociach bol najdeny mrftvy jaguar plavajuci v kanalizacii v meste
Belize City, Belize. Jeho telo bolo takmer neporusené, akurat v tlame mu chybali tesaky.
Desiateho januara sa nasla d’al$ia Selma - tento krat ocelot, ktorého si zrejme pomylili s
mladym jaguarom - zbavend hlavy v tom istom kanali.

Tieto Ciny poukazuju na rastici nelegalny obchod s jaguarmi (Panthera onca), ktory rozcul'uje
prirodovedcov. Zuby, lebky a koze tychto Seliem st uz davno Castymi trofejami latinsko-
americkych zberatel'ov, ignorujucich medzinarodné zakazy obchodovania s ¢astami tiel
jaguarov. V ostatnych rokoch sa ale objavil novy priekupnicky trh v Cine, kde stipa dopyt po
jaguéaroch z dévodu tvrdych zasahov proti pasovaniu tigrich Casti vyuzivanych v ¢inskej
tradi¢nej medicine.

Priekupnici ¢asto nasleduju ¢inske stavebné projekty v inych krajinach, lebo ¢inski robotnici
mozu posielat’ alebo brat’ takéto predmety naspét’ so sebou domov, hovori ekoldég Vincent
Nijman z Oxford Brooked University v Oxforde. ,,Ak existuje dopyt (v Cine) po ostatkoch
vel'kych Seliem, a tento dopyt moze byt’ naplneny 'ud’'mi Zijicimi v Afrike, inych astiach
Azie alebo Juznej Ameriky, potom sa néjde niekto, kto tento dopyt uspokoji,” hovori. ,,Je to
Casto ¢insko-¢insky obchod, ale pomaly sa meni v globéalny.*

Zubna posta

Zda sa, ze je to tak v pripade Bolivie, kde bolo od augusta 2014 do februara 2015 zabavenych
osem baleni obsahujucich celkom 186 zubov jaguéra skor, nez sa dostali do Ciny. Sedem z
nich poslali ¢inski obcania zijuci v Bolivii. Osem d’al$ich bolo udajne zadrzanych v roku 2016
a v Cine bol zabaveny balik s 120 tesakmi, hovori Angela Nafiezov4, bolivijska biologicka,
ktora sa zaobera tymto obchodom.

Tieto baliky by mohli predstavovat’ smrt’ viac nez stovky jagudrov, aj ked’ uplne isty si byt
nemodzeme, hovori Nufiez. V severnej Bolivii, kde p6sobi niekol’ko ¢inskych firiem,
rozhlasové reklamy a letaky ponukali 120 az 150 dolarov za jeden tesak - to je viac ako
mesaény prijem mnohych miestnych obyvatel'ov. Dvaja ¢inski muzi boli zatknuti za
obchodovanie s ¢astami jaguara. Jeden z nich, zadrzany v roku 2014, dostal trojro¢ny trest
odnatia slobody. Druhého, zatknutého v roku 2016, trest este len ¢aka, ale vzh'adom k tomu,
ze sa nedostavil k nedavnym sudnym pojednavaniam; bolivijski predstavitelia sa obavaju, ze
mozno opustil Krajinu.

To je probléemom obchodovania s divokymi zvieratami na celom svete, hovori Nijman, ktory
dodava, Ze vel'mi malo pripadov tohto druhu obchodovania vedie nakoniec k trestom.
"OdstraSujtci prostriedok v podobe vdzenia," hovori - je vel'mi vynimo¢ny ", pretoze
spolo¢nost’ ako celok vo vacéSine krajin on nema zaujem".



Zuby a lebky zadrzané v Bolivii, ako aj 38 tesakov zabavenych v Peru v roku 2015, mohli
pochadzat’ z jaguarov, ktori boli zabiti prednedavnom alebo pred viacerymi rokmi. Ked'ze
maju mackovité Selmy velké teritdria, Nufiez tvrdi, ze genetické Stadie budu schopné ur¢it’, ¢i
uslachtilé zvierata pochadzaju z populécii v Bolivii alebo susednej krajine.

To isté zaujima aj brazilsku biologi¢ku Thais Morcatty, ktora robi svoj doktorandsky vyskum
spolu s Nijmanom. V Brazilii sa nachddza domaéci trh pre koze jaguarov ako domécu
dekoraciu, ale ¢asti zvierat boli tiez odosielané do zahrani¢ia z Rio de Janeiro a Sdo Paulo,
tvrdi Morcatty.

Z reviru uz len polovica

Pred viac ako storo¢im jaguare putovali po lesoch, savanach a pampach od juhozépadu
Spojenych $tatov az po Paraguaj. Odlesiovanie a iné rusivé vplyvy sposobené 'ud'mi - najma
rozSirovanie pol'nohospodarstva - zredukovali Zivotné prostredie tychto Seliem na polovicu,
hovori ochranarsky ekoldg John Polisar, ktory usmeriuje program tykajuci sa jaguarov v
Spolo¢nosti pre zachovanie divokej prirody v New York City.

To viedlo k vycerpaniu koristi jaguéarov, a preto sa v niektorych oblastiach zacali dostavat’ do
kontaktu s 'ud'mi a dobytkom, hovori Polisar, ktory pracuje naprie¢ oblast’ami strednej a
juznej Ameriky. Odhady suc¢asného poctu jagudrov sa pohybuje v rozmedzi 60 000 - 180 000.

Farmar, ktorého predator pripravil o kravu, alebo tel'a, ho mohol zabit’ kvoli pomste, aj ked’
doty¢né zviera nebolo za usmrtenie dobytka zodpovedné. Tento druh smrti je druhou
najvacsou hrozbou pre jaguéra po strate habitatu, ako tvrdi Esteban Payan, riaditel’ severné¢ho
juhoamerického programu v Pathera, najvacsej svetovej organizacii na ochranu mackovitych
Seliem. Prilezitostnym zdrojom casti tela ur€enych pre obchod st prave exemplare zabité
farmarmi, zriedkavé udaje ale neumoziujt spol'ahlivo ur¢it, ¢i st to len izolované pripady
alebo maju pre organizovany zlo¢in va¢si vyznam, vravia vyskumnici.

Opatrenia, ktoré pomahaji 'ud'om koexistovat’ spolu s jaguarmi, by mohli znizit’ pocet tychto
zabiti, hovori Payan. V niektorych pripadoch elektrické ploty odradili jaguare od ich prechodu
z lesov na pastviny a solarne panely, ktoré napajajt ploty, mézu okrem toho pre rodinu
farmara napéjat’ zZiarovky alebo malti chladni¢ku. To pre nich méze znamenat revoluciu.

Medzi d’alSie opatrenia, ktoré sa ukazuju ako sl'ubné patria napr. zavesenie zvonc¢ekov na
kravy, nainStalovanie blikajucich svetiel okolo pastvin a udrZanie tak predatorov na diStanc, ¢i
umiestnenie nadrzi s vodou priamo na pasienky, aby sa tym vyhlo nahodnym stretnutiam
zvierat pri potokoch. Kolne pre tel’atd udrzia najzranitel'nejSie zvierata z dosahu. Zavedenie
straznych zvierat do stdda, ako je burros (druh osla), alebo robusny dobytok San Martinero
vySlachteny zo Spanielského bojového plemena moéze takisto odradit’ predatorov.

Dojné kravy

Aj vlady by mohli vypomoct’ poskytovanim stimulov, povedal biolog Ricardo Moreno,
riaditel’ neziskovej skupiny Yaguara Panama. V sucasnosti musi farmar, ktory si kupi kravu
na uver, tento uver splatit’, aj ked’ mu zviera uhynulo, hovori Moreno, ktory vyuziva mix



vedeckych stadii a prace s komunitami a politikmi, aby jaguare ochranil. Ak by vSak pozicky
zaviseli od lepSieho hospodarenia s dobytkom, bolo by to na prospech farméarov, veritel'ov aj
jaguérov, hovori.

Medzitym vedci a niektori vladni predstavitelia v Latinskej Amerike pozorne sleduju obchod
s vol'ne zijucimi zvieratami. Ministerstvo zivotného prostredia v Belize ponuka 5 000
dol&rov odmenu za informécie o jaguaroch, ktorych tam zabili, a skupina Polisar o tom
zhromazd'uje udaje z celého regionu.

Hoci je prepojenie na medzinarodné priekupnictvo v Bolivii jasné, Payan sa obava, ze je to
"len $picka 'adovca" §irSej obchodnej siete, pretoze v aj inych krajinach existuju neoficialne
spravy o tomto druhu obchodov. Ochranné organizécie sa nemézu porovnavat’ s "nasilim,
peniazmi a pésobnost'ou" organizovaného zlo¢inu priekupnikov," vravi. "Potencialna hrozba
je obrovska."



